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Abstract This study analyzes how inclusiveness and social integration are addressed in housing planning guidelines and related public
documents for socially vulnerable older adults. It further proposes future directions for supplementing the planning of housing intended for
elderly persons. Korean society is rapidly aging, and the issue of housing for the elderly can, therefore, no longer be confined to the simple
provision of housing units. Housing for the elderly is closely connected with mobility, daily-life safety, accessibility to care, the maintenance of
community relationships, and the preservation of dignity in later life, and these multidimensional conditions must be satisfied simultaneously
for housing to perform its proper function.

However, existing discussions on housing for the elderly have unfolded along three separate lines: improvement of the physical environment,
evaluation of policies and institutions, and models of integrated housing and care. Comprehensive approaches that consider both inclusiveness
and social integration from the perspective of socially vulnerable groups have not been sufficiently attempted.
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Against this background, a qualitative content analysis was conducted on seven public documents published between 2019 and 2024, including
policy guidelines, research reports, and academic articles directly related to elderly people, the housing-vulnerable, the socially vulnerable,
Aging in Place (AIP), universal design, and service-supported housing. The analytical framework consisted of seven dimensions—accessibility,
safety, autonomy, service linkage, social exchange, neighborhood connectivity, and dignity and choice—each coded on a three-point scale.

The findings show that current guidelines present relatively concrete provisions for physically inclusive elements such as barrier-free
circulation, safe entry, and accessible sanitary and common spaces, while relational and contextual elements—such as linkage with community
hubs, social integration, support for independent daily life, service coordination, and dignity and choice—remain largely at a conceptual
level. In discussions on AIP and service-supported housing, a view of housing as a foundation that integrates care and daily-life support was
clearly identified; however, this view has been insufficiently translated into concrete spatial programs and operational hubs. On the basis
of these findings, the study argues that the planning of elderly housing for socially vulnerable groups should move beyond the notion of an
“accessible space” toward that of a “space that supports relationships.” To that end, it proposes a five-stage integrated planning framework
consisting of access, safety, autonomy, service hub, and social integration space, in which an approach integrating social connectedness, service
coordination, and place-based continuity of living is overlayered on physical accessibility.

Key words: socially vulnerable older adults, elderly housing, inclusiveness, social integration, aging in place
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