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Abstract This study investigates how Universal Design (UD) can be applied to promote the “active social participation” paradigm set forth
in the 2025 Lifelong Education Act for Persons with Disabilities.. Although lifelong education for persons with disabilities is increasingly
recognized as a fundamental right for social inclusion and self-actualization, the field currently faces challenges, including low participation
rates and a qualitative imbalance that predominantly focuses on leisure and hobby activities. Therefore, using a literature review and case
analysis, this study aims to establish a “successful lifelong education model,” in which education, employment, and welfare form a virtuous
cycle. The findings of this study were as follows: First, lifelong education for persons with disabilities should shift from a charity-based
welfare perspective to “productive welfare” that fosters learners’ independence and economic activity, with UD introduced as an essential
technical and philosophical foundation. Second, to achieve successful lifelong education, integrated UD application strategies were derived
across three dimensions: the physical environment (Senior UD), the educational curriculum (Universal Design for Learning, UDL), and
digital platforms (Web UX). In particular, advanced interface designs and guaranteed response times were emphasized as senior-specific UD
elements to compensate for visual and cognitive decline, reflecting the rapid increase of the older adult disabled population. Third, university-
affiliated lifelong education centers, utilizing specialized institutional infrastructure, serve as optimal hubs for the delivery system, linking
education, employment, and welfare. This study suggests that UD is a powerful practical strategy that guarantees the right to information self-
determination for persons with disabilities and overcomes social exclusion. These findings may serve as an important policy resource for
establishing UD-based educational environment guidelines and training professionals ahead of the Lifelong Education Act for Persons with
Disabilities’ full-scale implementation in 2027. UD will serve as a core mechanism for creating an inclusive lifelong learning ecosystem that
empowers persons with disabilities to grow as active social contributors rather than mere beneficiaries.

Key words: universal design, lifelong education for persons with disabilities, Lifelong Education Act for Persons with Disabilities,
education centers, digital inclusivity
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