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Abstract Modern public spaces have evolved beyond simple physical environments into important places that shape citizens’ experiences
and urban identity. However, standardized spatial planning that primarily focuses on functional and physical improvements has shown
limitations in fostering a sense of place and user experience. Accordingly, place branding has emerged as an important strategy for revitalizing
public spaces and strengthening urban competitiveness. This study identifies the core components of place branding in public spaces and
examines their roles and necessity through domestic and international case studies. Based on a review of previous studies, case analyses
were conducted on Gwanghwamun Square, Seongsu-dong Yeonmujang-gil, Cheonggyecheon Stream, the High Line in New York, and
Millennium Park in Chicago. The results indicate that the core components of place branding in public spaces are a sense of place, experience,
relationality, symbolism, and publicness. Place branding contributes to the formation of urban identity and symbolic value, supports public
space revitalization through user experience, and strengthens community relationships and public value. However, some cases also revealed
challenges, including commercialization and the weakening of local identity and publicness. Therefore, place branding in public spaces should
comprehensively consider historical context, publicness, and user experience rather than focus solely on visual image creation. This study is
significant because it identifies the core components of place branding in public spaces and provides foundational insights for public space
revitalization and urban identity formation.
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